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A child life specialist is a healthcare provider who works with your child during 
medical challenges or hospitalization to ensure their life remains as normal as 
possible. They may help ease discomfort during hospital stays as well as  teach 

your child coping skills through play, preparation, education and self- 
expression.

What is a CLS?



What education do you need?
To become a child life specialist you need extensive training and education. To 

begin you need a 4 year undergraduate degree. These could include a bachelor's 

degree in child life, or a bachelor's degree in human development or psychology. If you 

choose a degree in human  development  or psychology, normally you would minor in  

Child life. During these programs you will extensively learn  about Communication 

skills, child development, coping  techniques, and basic medical jargon. Some stop 

there, and others continue to get their masters. The masters 

program will will give you more hands on learning. In addition

You will need an internship or fellowship of 600 hours, this

Must be under direct supervision of a certified CLS. You will 

Also need to take and pass the association of child life 

Professionals exam. 



What will you be making yearly?

The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics keeps track of 
average annual salaries. 

According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the 

average annual salary of a 
child life specialist was 

$60,470 in 2020.



What does a Child life specialist do in a children's hospital setting. 

● Child life specialists provide patient- and family-centered care in a children’s 
hospital. They focus on easing any discomfort your child has before, during 
and after medical care. They work with you and your family to prepare and 

educate you for your time at the hospital.

Child life specialists provide useful coping strategies to lessen the stress of being 
in the hospital. These strategies may include play and self-expression activities. 
They provide emotional support for your family. They also encourage your child's 

development while they’re dealing 

with health issues.



Cost of Living in St. Louis Missouri

● Loaf of bread - $2.26
● Gallon of Milk- $3.48
● Gallon of gas- $3.09
● 3 bed 2 bath 2,092 sq ft- 242,600



St. Louis Mo



Cost of living in Neosho 
Missouri

Loaf of bread- $2.88
Gallon of milk- $3.92
Gallon of gas- $3.53
3 bedroom 2 bath 2,118 sq ft- $249,000



Neosho MO
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